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Changes to Medi-Cal eligibility in 2026, 2027, 2028 adiisors

JAN 1, 2026
ENROLLMENT FREEZE
ASSET TEST REINSTATED

JUL 1, 2026
DENTAL COVERAGE CHANGES

OCTOBER 1, 2026
IMMIGRATION STATUS CHANGES

DEC 31, 2026
WORK REQUIREMENTS BEGIN

JAN 1, 2027
REDETERMINATIONS EVERY 6 MONTHS
RETROACTIVE COVERAGE SHORTENED

JUL 1, 2027
MONTHLY PREMIUMS

OCT 1, 2028
SERVICE COPAYS BEGIN
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Medi-Cal will stop new enrollment for undocumented adults that do not have SIS. If a patient loses
coverage due to late renewal, they will have 3-months to re-enroll.
Asset test for Medi-Cal eligibility is reinstated, measures real property and other assets

Adults with unsatisfactory immigration status will lose full dental coverage under Medi-Cal.
Emergency dental care will still be covered for everyone, and children under 19 and pregnant people
are still eligible for full coverage.

Federal government changes the criteria for immigration statuses. Applies to individuals with refugee
or asylum status, humanitarian parolees, and survivors of domestic violence or human trafficking.

Medi-Cal expansion enrollees ages 19 to 64 required to report 80 hours of community engagement
activities (work, community service, student enrollment) or demonstrate that they meet the
requirements for a qualifying exemption (parents of children under 13, caretaker, postpartum, etc.),
to maintain their coverage.

Medi-Cal expansion enrollees must re-enroll every six months, instead of annually.

Medi-Cal expansion enrollees can only receive retroactive coverage for one month prior to
application and two months prior to application for coverage for traditional enrollees.

Adult Medi-Cal members who do not have SIS must pay $30 per month to keep full scope Medi-Cal.

Medi-Cal expansion enrollees with incomes above 100 percent of the federal poverty level will be
charged up to $35 per service.

https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Medi-Cal/Pages/changes.aspx
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